UNDERSTANDING HOW TO USE A GENERATOR SAFELY

Generators can be a great stand by
resource for power outages. Unfor-
tunately if they are not hooked up
properly, they can also be very dan-
gerous to both homeowners and
utility workers. Below are some
safety tips you should keep in mind
before using your generator.

Standby Generators

Consumers should pay close atten-
tion to the following tips if choosing
to install and use a whole house
standby generator.

e  Only a qualified professional
such as a licensed electric con-
tractor, should install a perma-
nent standby generator.

e A double-pole, double-throw
transfer switch is the recom-
mended device to keep your
generator from back feeding
into Perennial’'s system. The
switch also keeps Perennial’s
power from re-energizing your
house wiring while your genera-
tor is running, protecting your
generator, wiring, and applianc-
es, from damage when your
service is restored.

e Have all additions to your
house wiring inspected by your
city, county, or state electrical
inspector.

e [f you already have a perma-
nently installed standby genera-
tor but you don’t know if it is
installed properly, call your lo-
cal building inspector or a li-
censed contractor for help. If
you have an older installation, it
would be a good idea to have
the equipment serviced and
checked out before trying to put
it into service. Cords, cables,
and electrical connectors
should be checked for damage.

Wide Range of Responsibility

You are responsible for any injuries or
damage to your property, your neigh-
bors, or Perennial’s from an improper-
ly installed generator.

Portable Generators

If you use a portable generator, re-
member that it is designed to be con-
nected only to selected appliances or
fixtures. These generators should nev-
er be connected to a buildings wiring
system. If using a portable generator,
consumers should observe the follow-
ing tips.

e  Before starting your generator,
carefully read and follow all man-
ufacturer’s instructions.

e Besure that the total electric load
won’t exceed the manufacturer’s

rating.

e Always locate your generator
where it’s exhaust will vent safely.

e  Prioritize your needs. Use the
lowest watt bulbs that provide a
safe level of light, reserving power
for additional lighting elsewhere
or a small appliance. Remember
that the greater the load on your
generator, the more fuel it will
use.

e  Keep cords out of the way so they

don’t present a tripping hazard
especially in dimly lit doorways or
halls. Never run cords under rugs
or carpets where heat might build
up or damage to a cord may go
unnoticed.

e Extension cords must be properly

sized to carry the electric load.
Over loaded cords can overheat
and cause fires or damage to
equipment.

e Never attempt to use a portable

generator to power the whole
house by plugging it into a house
receptacle with a double male
ending plug. If you do, you run
the risk of damage to our equip-
ment and appliances. You also
potentially place yourself and
your family in danger. Plus, you
put in harms way any utility ser-
vice technician working to restore
power to your home.

It’s Your Responsibility
No “Back Feed”

Buying a generator is a personal deci-
sion. If you own and operate a gener-
ator, you are responsible for making
sure that electricity from your unit
cannot “back feed,” or flow onto Per-
ennial’s or any other utility’s power
lines.

Nebraska Law

State law requires that permanently
installed or portable generators not be
connected to another power source,
such as power lines. For safety’s sake
be sure to use your generator correct-
ly. If you don’t you risk damaging your
property and endangering your life
and the lives of utility workers.



